State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources

- . Official Use Only
Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation _
Recreational Trails Program RTP Project Number

Environmental Review Checklist

Note: Applicant is responsible for obtaining all Federal, State, and local permits and authorizations prior to project approval.

Applicant Name: Delta Junction Trails Association Date: 23 September 2020

Project Name: River Walk Park Phase I

Project Category: [~ Motorized [X Non-motorized [ Diversified [ Educational / Safety

@ Project Description. Provide a concise, but complete description of the project (auto expanding field).
Project Description

The River Walk Park Phase I trail project is a non-motorized, year-round trail lying at the

heart of a multi-use trail park facility. The approximately 2 mile trail will wind through

30 acres of mature white spruce forest, ideally nestled between the Delta River and the

Richardson Highway. The River Walk Park Phase I provides easy public access to outdoor

Alternatives to proposed action(s). Are there project alternatives? If so, please describe. For example, stream crossing
in a different area. (auto-expands)

Project Alternatives

The River Walk Park Project is a diversified recreational facility. We separated the

~rancreant Nnlan intn nhacea Phace T ia the nan—-mntnrived heart nf the <ite RWP T will

@ Environmental Consequences. Complete the following and attach appropriate supporting documentation.
A. Property Acquisitions / Easements: (Note: Condemnation of property is not permissible under the Recreational Trails Program.)

1. Is the project seeking permanent acquisitions from private land owners or businesses? C Yes (¢ No

1a. If yes, is the project seeking full or partial acquisition? C Full  C Partial

2. Is the project seeking transfer of Federal or State land? C Yes (¢ No

3. Will the project involve a permanent easement to private property where money will change hands?  ( Yes (¢ No

If "Yes" to any of the above, describe the proposed acquisitions below and attach figures / maps depicting effects to the property.
You will also need to complete a Property Acquisition / Easement checklist found_on the Recreational Trails Program web page.

B. Local Land Use Plans:

1. Is the project consistent with Federal, State, and local land use plans? (® Yes C No

If "Yes", please identify specific land use plans and briefly describe how the project meets consistency.

Delta Junction Community Trails Plan 2015: The River Walk Park trail ranked #4 out of 14

trail projects detailed in this community-supported land use plan.

Eastern Tanana Valley Basin Plan:

The River Walk Park design advances the aims of the
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http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/grants/trails.htm

C. Social and Economic: Describe the positive and/or negative social and economic impacts (if any) to the local community,
individual residents, and/or businesses (For example, consider immediate and future impacts to local commuters, the elderly, and
other recreational users.).

Social and Economic impacts:

The River Walk Park will have a positive effect on the local economy. Tourists as well as

Alaskan residents pass through Delta Junction, to participate in outdoor recreation. The
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D. Archeological and Historical Resources: Contact the Alaska Office of History and Archeology (OHA) at 907-269-8721; also on
the web at http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/oha/index.htm.

OHA Contact: Liz Ortiz Date of Contact: 12 Oct 2020

Contact's Title: Archaeologist II- Review and Compliance

NEW: If a Cultural Resources survey is required it must be complete within 18 months before you will get federal approval for this grant.
1. Are there National Register listed or eligible sites in the project area? ( Yes (¢ No
2. Will the project impact any listed or eligible sites? C Yes ( No

If "Yes" to any of the above, briefly summarize and attach the following: survey report, determinations and concurrences from the
State Historic Preservation Office, and any agreements for resolution of adverse impacts.

1. There are no National Register listed or eligible sites in the project area, and

2. There will be no impact to listed or eligible sites.

E. Threatened and Endangered Species: Contact the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) office; For current contact names and
numbers visit the website visit the website at http://www.fws.gov/offices/Directory/ListOffices.cfm?statecode=2 .

FWS Contact: Ott, Kaithryn Date of Contact: 07 Oct 2020

Contact's Title: Biologist USFWS

1. Are there threatened or endangered species present C Yes (¢ No

a. If "Yes", would project affect species or critical habitat? C Yes (& No

Describe impacts and attach documentation of consultations with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

F. Fish & Wildlife Habitat: Contact the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) , Habitat Division. For current contact names
and numbers visit the website http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=contacts.habitat .

Agency Contact: Justin Burrows Date of Contact: 05 Oct 2020

Contact's Title: Habitat Biologist

1. Are anadromous or resident fish populations present? ( Yes (o No
2. Does the project affect wildlife resources (game / subsistence species)? C Yes (& No
3. Are migratory bird habitat or raptor nests present? (C Yes (¢ No
4. Will the project cross Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)? () Yes (¢ No
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G. Wetlands: Contact the USACE regulatory office. Contact information http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/Contact.aspx

Agency Contact: Ashley M Kraetsch Date of Contact: 01 Oct 2020

Contact's Title: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USA)

1. Will the project area impact wetlands? C Yes (e No

a. Total wetland acres impacted: d. USACE authorization

. [~ None [ Individual
d:
b. Total wetland fill (Cubic Yards): require

[~ NWP [~ Other
c. Total dredge quantity (Cubic Yards):

2. Describe impacts, list permits, and attach documentation of consultations with USACE.
Hello Mr. S

H. Floodplains: Contact the USACE Floodplain Management Services at http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/About/Offices/
Engineering/FloodplainManagement.aspx or the local agency responsible for management of local floodplains.

Agency Contact: Ashley M Kraetsch

Contact's Title: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USA) Date of Contact: 1 Oct 2020
1. Will the project encroach onto the 100-year floodplain? (® Yes ( No
a. If "Yes", would the project increase the backwater elevation of the
100-year floodplain one foot or greater? (C Yes (& No
2. Is the project within a regulatory floodway? C Yes (& No
a. If "Yes", does the project adversely impact the floodway? C Yes C No

3. If "Yes" to any of the above, describe the impacts, list permits, and attach documentation of consultations.

Email requests (28 Sept 2018, 4 Oct 2018, 1 Oct 2020)to USACE for information regarding

impacts to wetlands, floodplain, water-bodies.
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I. Waterbodies: Contact the USACE regulatory office. Contact information http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/Contact.aspx

Agency Contact: Ashley M Kraetsch Date of contact: 01 Oct 2020

Contact's title: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USAZ)

1. Will the project impact a water body (stream, pond, lake, river, etc.)? C Yes (¢ No

a. Will the project impact navigable waters [Ref. Sec. 9 of Rivers & Harbors Act] C Yes (@ No

b. Will the project impact waters of the U.S. as defined by Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act? (C Yes (o No

c. Will the project impact a catalogued anadromous fish stream? ( Yes (¢ No

d. Will the project involve any of the following actions / installations
regarding rivers or streams: [ Bridge [ Culvert [~ Embankment fill

[ Temporary Diversion [ Permanent Diversion

2. Describe the impacts, list permits, and attach documentation of consultations:

Email requests (28Sep2018, 40ct2018, 10ct2020) to USACE for information regarding

wetlands, 100 year floodplain, waterbodies.

J.Water Quality: Contact the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) as instructed for each item; visit ADEC on the
web at http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wqsar/wqs/ and http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wnpspc/stormwater/index.htm

1. Does the project impact a public or private drinking water source ? C Yes (& No
[ Contact ADEC Drinking Water Program Manager at (907) 269-7647 ]

Date: 16 Oct 2020

ADEC Contact / Title: Kalah Statz Environmental Program Specialist C Yes (& No

For the following, contact ADEC Storm Water Program office at (907) 334-2288

— . . . ,
2. Does the project impact a designated impaired water body? Date: 10 Oct 2020

ADEC Contact /

Title: DEC website

3. How many acres of ground-disturbing activities will result from the project:
(1 acre = 43,560 ft2) 2

4. Is there a municipal separate storm system (MS4) with a National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit, or will runoff be mixed with discharges from an NPDES permitted facility? () Yes (¢ No

5. Does this project require a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)?
(¢ Yes (" No

ADEC Contact /

Title: James Rypkema/Program Manager
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J. Water Quality (cont.) )

6. Describe the impacts, list permits, and attach documentation of consultations:

According to Kalah Statz and the DEC website Drinking Water Protection Map, there are no

drinking water protection areas located near the project or nearby private wells.

K. Hazardous Waste: Visit the ADEC website and search the Contaminated Sites database http://dec.alaska. govlappllcaﬂons/spar/
CSPSearch/default.asp. For information on contaminated sites/leaking underground storage tanks, visit http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/
csp/db_search.htm

¢3ECConmct/ Anne Marie Palmieri/Environmental Program Specialis Date: 29 Sept 2020
itle:
1. Are hazardous wastes located within the project area ? ( Yes (¢ No

If "Yes", please describe below:
Site is located on a former contaminated site. Hazard ID: 25391. Cleanup complete

Sections "L" and "M" are to be completed for Motorized and Diversified projects.

L. Air Quality: To ensure compliance with air quality standards, contact the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on the web at:
http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/airpage.nsf/webpage/air+quality

EPA Contact / Title: Date:
1. Is the project in a designated non-attainment or maintenance area for air quality? (C Yes (C No
a. If "Yes", is the project listed on an exempt projects list (40 CFR 93.126)? C Yes (C No
M. Noise: )
1. Is the project in an existing designated recreational land use area or park? C Yes (C No
2. Is the project located near residential areas, campgrounds, wildlife refuges, or wilderness areas? C Yes (C No

2a. Describe the proximity and noise impacts to areas below:

3. Indicate the type and estimated number of mechanized vehicles using the trail by season.
For example, 15 snowmobiles/day on snow, and 25 ATVs/day snow-free.

No. of Vehicles per day: Type of vehicle: [~ Snow [ Snow-Free

No. of Vehicles per day: Type of vehicle: [ Snow [~ Snow-Free

A\
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@ Public Involvement. Describe how public involvement was solicited and attach copies of public notices and comments.

Our organization solicited public involvement by:

Delta Junction Community Trails Plan 2015

Community Clean Up Day at RWP May 2017

Trail Design and Layout Workshop open to public held RWP May 2017
Rivers Trails Conservation Assistance for RWP grant awarded Oct 2017-20

Presentations to Delta Jct. City Council and Chamber of Commerce Aug 2018

Environmental Commitments and Mitigation measures. List commitments and measures that will be taken to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate any impacts identified in Section Il or IV above. List all permit conditions.
Our organizations commitments and mitigation measures include:

Delta Junction Trails Association (DJTA) will hire a contractor to conduct trail layout

design and construction and apply for the SWPPP.

@ Applicant Certification.

| certify that the information provided on this form and any supplemental documents are accurate and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

H Digitally signed by Melinda Eggleston
Signature: Mel | nda E99 Ieston Date: 2020.10.21 09:54:08 -08'00' Date: 10/21/20

Printed Name: Melinda Eggleston

[ Further coordination is not required [ Further coordination required

Approved by: Date:

Z
:l' For Official Use Only ::
Land Water Conservation Fund Act (LWCF), Section 6(f)(3): Cy CN
1. Are Section 6(f)(3) properties impacted by the project? €s 0
a. If "Yes", will the use of the property constitute a conversion? C Yes (C No

LWCF State Liaison Officer

Trails Program Coordinator Certification:

Project qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion, per 23 CFR 771.117, and Stipulation 1 or 2 of the

Programmatic Agreement between FHWA and the Alaska Department of Natural Resources " Yes  ( No
* If project does not qualify as a CE, consult with FHWA

Approved by: Date:

State Trails Program Manager

Federal Highway Administration

Approved by: Date:

FHWA Recreational Trails Program Manager
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	Header[0]: 
	ProjNo[0]: 

	Applicant[0]: 
	AppName[0]: Delta Junction Trails Association
	AppDate[0]: 23 September 2020
	ProjectName[0]: River Walk Park Phase I
	Motorized[0]: Off
	Nonmotorized[0]: 1
	Diversified[0]: Off
	Educational[0]: Off

	Project[0]: 
	ProjectDescription[0]: The River Walk Park Phase I trail project is a non-motorized, year-round trail lying at the heart of a multi-use trail park facility.  The approximately 2 mile trail will wind through 30 acres of mature white spruce forest, ideally nestled between the Delta River and the Richardson Highway.  The River Walk Park Phase I provides easy public access to outdoor recreation as it lies walking distance from the Delta State Recreation Site, Family Medical Center, and the local grocery store.  The trail will be designed to accommodate pedestrian and bike use in the summer, and groomed for skiing during snowy months.  The flat terrain near downtown Delta Junction provides a good site to incorporate a segment of handicap accessible trail into part of the layout as well.

	Alternatives[0]: 
	Alternatives[0]: The River Walk Park Project is a diversified recreational facility.  We separated the concept plan into phases.  Phase I is the non-motorized heart of the site.  RWP I will connect to motorized trails, parking facility, picnic area, Delta River access.  The alternative of laying out and constructing the entire site at once was considered but we chose the alternative of pursuing the plan in phases.  This is Phase I.  Phase I avoids an adjacent old dump site.

	Consequences[0]: 
	IIIA1[0]: 1
	IIIA1a[0]: Off
	IIIA2[0]: 1
	PropertyAcquisition[0]: 
	Easement[0]: 1

	LandUse[0]: 
	IIIB1[0]: 0
	LandUsePlan[0]: Delta Junction Community Trails Plan 2015:  The River Walk Park trail ranked #4 out of 14 trail projects detailed in this community-supported land use plan.  
Eastern Tanana Valley Basin Plan:  The River Walk Park design advances the aims of the Alaska Department of Natural Resources Eastern Tanana Valley Basin Plan.  Chapter 2: Recreation and Scenic Resources Goal for Recreation Opportunities states that, “Lands will be provided for accessible outdoor recreational opportunities with well-designed and conveniently located recreational facilities.”  The River Walk Park provides easy public access for outdoor recreation in mature forest as well as scenic views of the Delta River and Alaska Range.  Lying within city limits the trail facility is an appropriate site to designate for multi-use public access since it is walkable from Department of Forestry, Delta State Recreation Site, First Baptist Church, Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Community Library yet retains a rather intact stand of mature white spruce (Picea glauca) forest. 
The City of Delta Junction has no land use plan but the Delta Junction City Council supports this project.
Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP 2016)
Goal 1:  Increase Participation in Outdoor Recreation  Strategy:  Improve/increase accessibility to outdoor recreation facilities and areas (SCORP p.38)
Goal 2:  Maintain Sustainable Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Strategy:  Design build and refurbish infrastructure using sustainable materials and promote safe and healthy environment for recreation (SCORP p. 38)
 

	Social[0]: 
	SocialImpacts[0]: The River Walk Park will have a positive effect on the local economy.  Tourists as well as Alaskan residents pass through Delta Junction, to participate in outdoor recreation.  The River Walk Park will be a visible amenity attracting summer campers from the Delta State Recreation Site and local RV parks.  Travelers will stop in Delta for a scenic walk less than mile from downtown businesses.  The River Walk Park will draw attention to the natural scenic beauty of the glacial Delta River and snow-capped Alaska Range and improve the appearance of downtown Delta Junction.  The central accessible location of the River Walk Park will support healthy active lifestyles of residents and encourage a natural connection to the forest, river, and mountains beyond.

	Archeological[0]: 
	IIID2[0]: 2
	IIIF5[0]: 1. There are no National Register listed or eligible sites in the project area, and
2. There will be no impact to listed or eligible sites.
However, please note that only a very small portion of the State has been surveyed for cultural resources and therefore, the possibility remains that previously unidentified resources may be located within the project area.  Should unidentified archaeological resources be discovered in the course of the project, work must be interrupted until the resources have been evaluated in terms of the National Register of Historic Places eligibility criteria (36 CFR 60.4) or Alaska Landmarks status in consultation with our office.
	IIIDcontact[0]: Liz Ortiz
	IIIDtitle[0]: Archaeologist II- Review and Compliance 
	IIIDdate[0]: 12 Oct 2020

	Endangered[0]: 
	IIIEtitle[0]: Biologist  USFWS
	IIIEdate[0]: 07 Oct 2020
	IIIEcontact[0]: Ott, Kaithryn  
	IIIE1[0]: 1
	IIIE1a[0]: 1
	IIIE1b[0]: 

	FishWildlife[0]: 
	IIIFtitle[0]: Habitat Biologist
	IIIFdate[0]: 05 Oct 2020
	IIIFcontact[0]: Justin Burrows
	IIIF1[0]: 1
	IIIF2[0]: 1
	IIIF3[0]: 1
	IIIF4[0]: 1

	Wetlands[0]: 
	IIIG1[0]: 1
	IIIG1a[0]: 
	IIIG1b[0]: 
	IIIG1c[0]: 
	IIIGd1[0]: Off
	IIIGd2[0]: Off
	IIIGd3[0]: Off
	IIIGd4[0]: Off
	IIIG2[0]: Hello Mr. S
"Hello Mr Soiseth,Delta Junction Trails Association is applying to the Recreational Trails Program for grant funds to construct  The Delta River Walk Park phase I (RWP I) trail project.  Attached you will find a site plan map, a brief project description.  The RWP project will be completed in stages, this being phase I.  The plan is to develop a Class 3 trail designed for cross country skiing in the winter months and pedestrian and cycling in the summer with a clearing of 6-10'.  In addition we plan to create a handicap accessible loop as part of the approximately 1 to 2 mile loop.  The project area is wedged between the Delta River bed and the Richardson Hwy directly across the highway from Delta Recreation Site (AK State Park) and Division of Forestry office (64.134, 145.710).  Our grant application asks us to contact you in regards to potential impacts to wetlands, navigable water bodies, and floodplains.  
 Ashley Kraetsch email-Ben doesn’t work with the Fairbanks office anymore, so he forwarded your request to us.  I took a look at the information Ben provided for the 2018 ERC, and it still appears to be accurate.  Based on the overview drawing provided, it doesn’t look like there is any intent to do work below the ordinary highwater mark of the Delta River, but if things like boat ramps, bank stabilization, or other structures are part of the plan, they may require Section 404 permitting.  

The soil survey indicates very fine sand loam, or alluvium with coarse rounded gravel, with no permafrost or hydric soils.  These soil types are classified as “well drained with no ponding.”  The soils do not promote the growth of hydrophytic vegetation.  The plant ecosystem is mostly mature white spruce (Picea glauca) with typical boreal forest understory.  This suggests that the well drained soil type is well suited to accommodate a non-motorized trail will and construction of the trail will not adversely affect wetlands.  It is our assumption that the River Walk Park Trail phase I will not affect the course, location, condition or capacity of US Waters as defined in Section 404 of the the Clean Water Act, and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act.  No material will be dredged or wetlands filled.  

The project area lies within the 100 year floodplain.  However, we are asked to review with USACE our trail project will  "increase the backwater elevation of the 100 year floodplain" or "adversely impact the floodway."  "


If you have questions feel free to contact me at this email address or 907.347.2439.  
Thank you for your time.
	IIIGtitle[0]: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USA)
	IIIGdate[0]: 01 Oct 2020
	IIIGContact[0]: Ashley M Kraetsch 

	Floodplains[0]: 
	IIIHContact[0]: Ashley M Kraetsch 
	IIIHtitle[0]: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USA)
	IIIHdate[0]: 1 Oct 2020
	IIIH1[0]: 0
	IIIH1a[0]: 1
	IIIH2a[0]: Off
	IIIH2[0]: 1
	IIIH3[0]: Email requests (28 Sept 2018, 4 Oct 2018, 1 Oct 2020)to USACE for information regarding impacts to wetlands, floodplain, water-bodies.

	Waterbodies[0]: 
	IIIiContact[0]: Ashley M Kraetsch 
	IIIiTitle[0]: CIV USARMY CEPOA (USA)
	IIIiDate[0]: 01 Oct 2020
	IIIi1[0]: 1
	IIIi1a[0]: 1
	IIIi1b[0]: 1
	IIIi1c[0]: 1
	IIId1[0]: Off
	IIId2[0]: Off
	IIId3[0]: Off
	IIId4[0]: Off
	IIId5[0]: Off
	IIIi2[0]: Email requests (28Sep2018, 4Oct2018, 1Oct2020)  to USACE for information regarding wetlands, 100 year floodplain, waterbodies.

	WaterQuality[0]: 
	RadioButtonList[0]: 1
	IIIK1contact[0]: Kalah Statz    Environmental Program Specialist
	IIIK1date[0]: 16 Oct 2020
	IIIK2contact[0]: DEC website
	IIIK2date[0]: 10 Oct 2020
	IIIK2[0]: 1
	TextField1[0]: 2
	IIIK4[0]: 1
	IIIK4[1]: 0
	IIIK2contact[1]: James Rypkema/Program Manager

	WaterQaulity2[0]: 
	TextField1[0]: According to Kalah Statz and the DEC website Drinking Water Protection Map, there are no drinking water protection areas located near the project or nearby private wells.

	HazMat[0]: 
	IIILdate[0]: 29 Sept 2020
	IIILcontact[0]: Anne Marie Palmieri/Environmental Program Specialist 4
	IIIL1[0]: 1
	IIIL1a[0]: Site is located on a former contaminated site. Hazard ID: 25391. Cleanup complete date:4/22/20. No hazardous waste is present. 

	AirQuality[0]: 
	IIIMcontact[0]: 
	DateTimeField1[0]: 
	IIIM1[0]: Off
	IIIm1a[0]: Off

	Noise[0]: 
	IIIn1[0]: Off
	IIIn2[0]: Off
	IIIn3a[0]: 
	IIIn3e[0]: 
	IIIn3b[0]: 
	IIIn3f[0]: 
	IIIn3c[0]: Off
	IIIn3g[0]: Off
	IIIn3d[0]: Off
	IIIn3d[1]: Off
	IIIn2a[0]: 

	Public[0]: 
	Public[0]: Delta Junction Community Trails Plan 2015
Community Clean Up Day at RWP May 2017
Trail Design and Layout Workshop open to public held RWP May 2017
Rivers Trails Conservation Assistance for RWP grant awarded Oct 2017-20
Presentations to Delta Jct. City Council and Chamber of Commerce Aug 2018
Submitted article to Delta Wind local newspaper Sept 2018
Project posted trail-head 4 Sept 2018 & 23 Oct 2020
KUAC interview and article Aug 17, 2020




	Commitments[0]: 
	Commitments[0]: Delta Junction Trails Association (DJTA) will hire a contractor to conduct trail layout design and construction and apply for the SWPPP.
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